‘Sailmaker’ Set Text Practice: Opening Extract
Task – Try to complete this activity in 45 minutes maximum to recreate exam conditions as it is the only way you will know if you can cope under the pressure of time.

1. Opening to the play: Act 1, pages 6–8, ‘Alec: Sometimes I wake up… – Alec: After the funeral…on and on and on” 

(a) In your own words summarise what happens in the opening extract. Make at least four key points.
 4

(b) Alan Spence creates a contrast in the language used by father and son. Explain how this is revealed.
 5

(c) With close reference to the text explain how Alan Spence uses staging to develop the mood and atmosphere of the opening to the text.
 3

(d) Grief is an important theme in this extract. With close reference to the rest of the play, explain how the theme of grief is explored.
8

Advice – 
Question a) – Should be a gift of 4 marks; your 4 points (minimum) should cover the whole of the extract.
Question b) – Language features to look for and consider:

Dialect, abbreviations, formal vs informal language, vocabulary, imagery, sentence structure (types of sentence and sentence length can reflect the ability to express oneself), monologue...
You will need identify 5 contrasts (differences) in the language. A table format might help organise your ideas. You are not asked to explain the reason for the contrasts or the effects so concentrate on spotting the differences first and only if you wish to try to comment on effects as this is good practice.

Question c) – This refers to stage directions (light, props, sound etc, instruction to actors) and consider how this affects or reflects the mood. The stage directions are written in brackets and are in italics. Explain at least 3 different stage directions.
Question d) Refer to how grief is explored in the extract; choose at least one other part of the play to refer to to show how grief is explored also. You should use the PEE structure and aim to have 4 PEEs about grief – 2 from the extract and 2 from the other part of the play you select. You can use your handouts to help you with this.
