Extract 15 – p31-33 Tension builds
Remember – this follows on immediately from the end of extract 14 when Alec mentions being ready for university. 

DAVIE
Factory’s shuttin doon right enough son. Billy’s no so bad, he’ll get redundancy money. Ah havnae been there long enough. Still. Not to worry, eh!

ALEC
(Comes back with record player) And what does your father do? He’s not actually working just now, but he’s a sailmaker to trade. Sounds fascinating. Aye. 

This has just been lyin in the Glory Hole. 

DAVIE
What did ye drag it out for?

ALEC
A boy in ma class lent me some records. 

DAVIE
Used tae have a lot of records. Tchaikovsky. John McCormack. Fats Waller. 

ALEC
What happened to them?

DAVIE
Had tae sell them. Coupla quid for the lot. 

(ALEC lifts lid of record player, checks playing arm, dusts it etc...) 


Any idea what ye’d like for yer tea?

ALEC
(Preoccupied) Ah’m no bothered. 

DAVIE
Maybe yer no bothered but how about makin a suggestion once in a while!

ALEC
What’s the matter?

DAVIE
D’ye think it’s easy? Day after day after day, havin tae think ae something. An once in a blue moon ah ask for a wee suggestion and what dae ah get?

(Mimics boy) 
Ah’m no bothered.



Disnae matter



It’s aw wan tae me. 

ALEC
Aye, but if you’re askin me it means you’re stuck. You cannae think ae anything an ah’m supposed tae come up wi something brilliant. Out of the blue. It’s no as if we’ve got a lot of choice. Sausages, mince, fish...

DAVIE
How about stew?
ALEC
Well...

DAVIE
See, ther yar! Ye say yer no bothered but ye don’t fancy stew!

ALEC
If ye make stew ah’ll eat it. It’s just...

DAVIE
What?

ALEC
Well, there’s more tae stew than just shoving a dod a meat in the pot wi an oxo cube and slappin it on the plate wi a slice a bread. 

DAVIE
Oh ah’m helluva sorry. Ah didn’t realise we had a gourmet in the family!

ALEC
Ah think ah’ll become a vegetarian. Ah was readin this book...

DAVIE
Christ is that the next thing?

ALEC
What d’ye mean?

DAVIE
The next craze. We’ve been through the dinky toys and the fitba an the pop stars. Is it gonnae be long hair and ban the bomb noo?

ALEC
Och forget it (DAVIE goes it)


Forget everythin. 


Wish ye could. 


There’s something ah have forgotten. 

Somethin ah’ve lost. 


What is it?


God knows. 


(He rushes across, takes record from briefcase and puts it on turntable.

Tape ‘My Generation’, The Who. ALEC jumps around to the music, jabbing, kicking, aggressive


Music stops dead, lights go dim)

ALEC
What’s up? How come there’s nae light?

DAVIE 
(Re-entering) Electricity got cut off son. Couldnae pay the bill. 

ALEC
Aw Christ. 

DAVIE
It’s awright. Ah’ll borrow the money. Get it put back on.

ALEC
Ma bursary money’ll be comin through this week, can pay wi that.

DAVIE
Right! That’s great!

ALEC
Ah wanted tae buy some things wi it. A shirt an that. 

DAVIE
Might still be enough.

ALEC
They charge ye extra for reconnection. 

DAVIE
Don’t worry. We’ll work it out.  C’mon! You tell me what kinda shirt ye want an ah’ll get it when ah’m payin the bill.Right?


(ALEC nods)


Nae bother. Hey there’s a coupla pies in the oven. Candlelight dinner for two sir?


(ALEC smiles in spite of himself. They exit)

NOTES – 
Davie loses another job – this time Billy loses his job too but as he has worked there longer he is entitled to redundancy money.

‘What does yer father do’ – Alec seems to be repeating a conversation he has had, perhaps with the friend from school he borrowed the records from. Alec is clearly being sarcastic in response to the ‘Sounds fascinating’ comment. Reveals the embarrassment Alec must feel at the school when talking about his home life. 

Record player – Davie tells Alec he had to sell his records which is another sign of Davie’s struggles. The reference to Tchaikovsky shows Davie has a varied taste in music and hints towards his own intelligence as such music is not associated with the working class; appreciation of such music comes through education.

Food – Davie gets annoyed with Alec when he doesn’t suggest anything for tea and the audience sees how he struggles to cope with even the basic of tasks – putting food on the table. We feel sorry for Davie here as Alec is quite rude to him. He makes reference to the fact there’s not a lot of choice (again referring to the lack of money) and when his dad suggests stew he is critical of how he makes it.  Telling his dad he might become vegetarian is quite insensitive at this point and just serves to make his dad more angry.

Alec’s monologue about forgetting – he wishes he could forget all the bad parts of his life: his mum dying, the poverty, the struggles with his dad...He then wonders what it is he has lost and the audience is left to consider what this is.
‘My Generation’ – a cult classic by The Who. This is symbolic as it emphasises the generation gap between Alec and his dad and how things are changing between them and in their times. 

Electricity – another sign of the Davie’s struggles with money and coping with running the house. When Alec offers him his bursary money, Davie accepts straight away which tells us he knows that his suggestion of borrowing the money is not really the answer. When Alec mentions it costs more to be reconnected it makes him seem more like the grown up again in the situation; not only is he the one with the money to fix it but he seems to know how these things work also. Alec tells his dad he had planned to buy things with the money and Davie assures him he will make sure he gets what he needs. 

Final stage direction – Alec smiles at his dad’s attempt at humour ‘in spite of himself’ which reveals he is not happy with his dad or the situation.
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