EXTRACT 14 – p29-31: Ian and Alec discuss the new school; Alec’s monologue about the new school

ALEC
(Runs, punching the air) Hullaw! (IAN enters) Ah passed ma exam!

IAN
Ah thought ye’d failed?

ALEC
So did ah?

IAN
Aw well, that’s it then. 

ALEC
Ah couldnae believe it. 

IAN
Right wee brainbox, eh! (Laughs)

ALEC
What’s funny?

IAN
Ah can just see you wi the wee uniform. The wee cap an that!

ALEC
Aye. Well. It’s a good school. 

IAN
Ye’ll need tae build yerself up, for playing rugby!

ALEC
Ye have tae be about 6 feet square an weigh 20 stone.

IAN
There’s always cricket! (Mimics bowler, exaggerated mincing run) Howzat! (Laughs) It’s aw boys at that school, intit?

ALEC
Aye. 

IAN
Nae lassies?

ALEC
Naw.

IAN
Don’t fancy that. Hey, ah’d watch ma bum if ah was you!


Suppose ye’ll be stayin on, sittin higher an aw that?

ALEC
Hope so. 

IAN
Ah couldnae stick it. Imagine still bein at school when yer eighteen or that. Soon as ah’m auld enough ah’m chukcin it. Gettin maself a job. 

ALEC
Ye still gonnae try an get in wi yer da?

IAN
Probably. Thing is but, we might be movin away. 

ALEC
Where?

IAN
Don’t know yet. If ma da gets made redundant he says he’ll have tae go where the work is. Could be anywhere. Even England. Corby or that. 

ALEC
Too bad. 

IAN
Anyway, ah’ll be seein ye.

ALEC
Aye. Cheerio. 

IAN
An remember, watch yer bum! (Shouts back as he exits) Howzat!


(DAVIE enters holding blazer, ALEC puts it on)

ALEC
It’s a wee bit big. 

DAVIE
Ye’ll grow intae it. Means ye’ll no need a new one next year.

ALEC
How did ye manage tae get it?

DAVIE
Got it on tick. Pay it up. Nae bother. (Pats ALEC’s shoulders) Aw son. Ah wish yer mother could see ye. 

ALEC
Ah know. 

DAVIE
This is a great chance yer getting son. Great opportunity. Get yerself a good education. Nothing tae beat it. 

ALEC 
(Coming forward) First conjugation. 


Amos, amass, amat, amamus, amatis, amant. 


I love, you love, he she or it loves. 


Half the class got belted for no being able to do that.


Amare. 


To love. 


Wallop. 


Same in music, for the ones that couldn’t sightread.



Every Good Boy Deserves Favour.


Or in physics and chemistry if you messed up an experiment.


C + 02 gives C02. 


Matter can neither be created or destroyed.


Glasgow made the Clyde, the Clyde made Glasgow.



Amazin the things ye remember. 



Algebra Geometry Trigonometry.



What is the square root of minus one?



Religious education, one period a week. 



The Apostle’s Creed.



I believe for every drop of rain that falls, a flower grows.



Elementary calculus.



The approach to Standard English.



Earth hath not anything to show more fair.



Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow. 



Future. 



Amabo. 



I will love.



Electricity. Magnetic flux. 


The periodic table of the elements. 


Analyse. Parse. Conjugate. Decline. 


Prove. Discuss. Explain. With diagrams. 


Future Perfect. Nothing to beat it. 


A good education. 


Tomorrow and tomorrow. 


First year, second year, third year bursary.


Fourth year ‘O’ grade, fifth year Highers. 


University here I come. 


(Pause)


Ready or not. (Runs off)

NOTES

Conversation between Alec and Ian  - reveals prejudices about the pupils who attend the good school; highlights the difficulty Alec will have fitting in there coming from such a poor background and also how much he might struggle to fit in at home in Govan if others believe such stereotypes. Highlights the difference in class. 

Davie and Alec – Davie has had to get the blazer on ‘tick’ and it doesn’t fit. The blazer not fitting is metaphorical as it suggest Alec’s struggle to fit in both at school and at home as suggested through the conversation with Ian. Davie is obviously very proud of Alec and has done his best to get Alec the blazer, but once again, he hasn’t got it quite right and has landed himself in more debt to do so. Davie reminds Alec about the importance of education and the opportunity he is getting.

Alec’s monologue – stage direction telling Alec to come forward  suggests a change in the dialogue and signals the start of Alec’s monologue. This takes us through his years at the good school, right up to his final exams which will help him get into university. This time there’s less confusion and panic when he recounts all he has learned. He mentions a wide range of challenging subjects. He mentions other pupils being belted for not knowing things – but not Alec, again suggesting his intelligence. Some of the references have a double meaning.  

First conjugation – this refers to Alec’s learning of Latin 
Glasgow made the Clyde, the Clyde made Glasgow – common expression referring to the importance of the Clyde in terms of business and employment. The Clyde was deepened in 1812 to allow bigger vessels to dock, thus increasing trade. Therefore, the people of Glasgow made the Clyde in terms of its shape and then the trade it allowed meant the industry of the Clyde made Glasgow a success.
Maths terms – shows the range of maths topics he learns

The Apostle’s creed – an early statement of Christian belief:

	

	I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

	
	
	


I believe for every drop of rain that falls, a flower grows. – lyric from a song called ‘I Believe’ covered by many artists including Elvis and Frank Sinatra

The approach to Standard English – Standard English is a term given to the type of English taught in schools. It is usually used to refer to the form of English often most widely used, understood and valued in society. It is the type of English used by newsreaders as this is the standard that all English speakers understand. Using Standard English is often a sign of education and social class. Teaching learners Standard English has its drawbacks as it does not take account of the numerous variations of the language and demeans them. This reminds us that Alec’s way of speaking has changed due to his education; his English is more standardised and he speaks less in Scots as he grows up. This tells the audience he is more educated and is moving away from his working class roots. 
Reference to Electricity – this is something he studies in physics but electricity will become important later in the play when Davie can’t afford to pay the electricity bills and eventually ends up burning his possessions for heat.

Future Perfect. – this refers to a tense in language. But also has a double meaning here as it perhaps refers to Alec’s future being perfect due to his education.

The final lines – refer to the years going by at the good school and Alec now being ready to go to university. 

Themes:

· Education

· Class

· Work

