Extract  10: p23-25    Start of Act 2

(DAVIE is sitting in a chair, reading a newspaper. ALEC enters, singing)

ALEC
(Sings)

Give me oil in my lamp keep me burning


Give me oil in my lamp I pray


Halleluja!


Give me oil in my lamp keep me burning


Keep me burning till the break of day

DAVIE
Right wee religious fanatic these days eh? What is it the night then, the bandy hope?

ALEC
Christian Endeavour. Band a Hope’s on Thursday.

DAVIE
Ah thought Christian Endeavour was last night?

ALEC
That was just the Juniors. Tonight’s the real one. 

DAVIE
Are ye no too young?

ALEC
The minister says ah can come. 

DAVIE
Is that because ye were top in the bible exam?

ALEC
Top equal. Ah don’t know if that’s why. He just said ah could come. 

DAVIE
Ach well, keeps ye aff the streets!

ALEC
Ah’ll be the youngest there. 

DAVIE
Mind yer heid on the door. Ye’ll get stuck!

ALEC
(Peering at himself in shaving mirror) This wee mirror ae yours is really stupid!

DAVIE
What’s up wi it?

ALEC
Look at it! There’s a big crack doon the middle. The two halfs don’t sit right – aw squinty. 

DAVIE
Does me fine for shavin.

ALEC
Canny get a good look at yerself. It’s dead annoyin. 

DAVIE
Ach away ye go

ALEC
Seen ma bible?

DAVIE
Try lookin where ye left it. (ALEC looks around) What’s that under thae papers?

ALEC
Where?

DAVIE
There. (Picks up book) Naw. It’s yer prize fae the Sunday School. (Reads) The life of David Livingstone. Good book that. Ah read it when ah was  a boy, when ah was in the Boy’s Brigade. Funny, it made me want to be a missionary maself. Great White Doctor an that. Off tae darkest Africa. 

ALEC
 So what happened?

DAVIE
Och, ye know. Just...drifted away fae it. Ended up in darkest Govan instead! (reads label in book) Glasgow City Mission. First Prize (Equal). Bible knowledge. 
ALEC
The questions were a skoosh. Who carried Christ’s cross on the way to the Cavalry? And stuff fae the Catechism. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind? Dead easy. Just a matter of rememberin. 

DAVIE
Ach aye, ye take yer brains fae yer mother son. She was clever ye know. Just wurnae the same opportunities when we were young. You stick in son. Get yerself a good education. Get a decent job. Never have tae take yer jacket off. 



(Reads) First Prize. 


Ah was in the B.B for a long time ye know. 


Sure and Steadfast! (Sings)

Will your anchor hold


In the storms of life


When the clouds unfold


Their wings of strife

ALEC
Ah’ve still got yer badge for long service.

DAVIE
Ah was a sergeant. 

ALEC
Ah’ve got quite a lot of badges now. There’s that Rangers supporter’s badge Uncle Billy gave me, wi the lion rampant on it. And the army badge that’s shaped like a flame. 

DAVIE
Engineers. 

ALEC
Christian Endeavour’s got a badge. It’s a dark blue circle wi a gold rim, and CE in gold letters. Maybe ah’ll get one the night. Some ae the teachers have got another badge. It’s green wi a gold lamp – a sorta oil lamp, like Aladdin’s.

DAVIE
Is there gonnae be any other youngsters there the night?

ALEC
Just Norman. (Distaste in his voice)
DAVIE
The Minister’s boy. Ye don’t like him do ye?

ALEC
He’s a big snotter. Thinks he’s great. 

DAVIE
Was he top in the bible exam as well?

ALEC
Top equal. (DAVIE laughs)
DAVIE
That Minister’s nice wee fella. That time he came up here, after yer mother died, we had quite a nice wee chat.

ALEC
Aye he told me. 

DAVIE
Ah think he got a surprise. Wi me no goin to church an that, he must’ve thought ah was a bit ae a heathen. Expected to find me aw bitter, crackin up, y’know?

ALEC
Aye ah know. 

DAVIE
But ah wasnae. Ah showed him ma long-service badge fae the B.B. Even quoted scripture at him. 

ALEC
Aye. 

DAVIE
In my father’s house there are many mansions, ah said. That’s the text they read at the funeral. 

ALEC
Time ah was goin.

DAVIE
He wanted me tae come tae church, but ah cannae be bothered wi aw that. Anyway, you’re goin enough for the two ae us these days, eh?

ALEC
Aye. Here’s ma bible. (Picks it up from under the newspapers) Well.  Cheerio da. 

DAVIE
See ye after son. 

NOTES

‘Give me oil in my lamp’  - Alec is singing a hymn; so far all songs have been pop music. This hymn is a popular Christian hymn often sung by children and young people.
Band of Hope – a Christian group aimed at working class children and was strongly anti-alcohol. Alec is likely to be attracted to such a group for two reasons: firstly, he may be seeking comfort in the religion after the death of his mother and as the group is known to be anti-alcohol, Alec may feel particularly drawn to them as his dad drinks regularly.

http://www.hopeuk.org/wp-content/uploads/History.pdf
Father/son relationship – this extract highlights that Davie was like Alec when he was young.

‘the Catechism’ – a list of questions and answers which people used to learn by heart to help them learn and understand the Christian faith. 

Missionary - a person sent on a religious mission, especially one sent to promote Christianity in a foreign country.

Davie and education – tells Alec his intelligence came from his mum, not him; suggests Davie doesn’t have a lot of self belief as there is evidence to the audience – even at this point in the play – that Davie was like Alec when he was younger and is clever. Davie advises Alec to try hard at school to get the best job he can. He reminds Alec that there are more opportunities for him than there were when Davie was his age. 

Another badge – the badge is the logo of Scripture Union, another Christian youth group. 

‘In my father’s house...’ – this quotation is from the Bible and means that Heaven has space for lots of different people.
Alec’s performance in the Bible exam – further reminds us of his intelligence

Alec looks for the bible – another subtle reminder to the audience about the state of the house

David Livingstone – a missionary and explorer of Africa. Links to the theme of escape as well as religion and again, Davie tells us of another dream that he didn’t follow
Davie’s comments about the minister – shows that he is not a heathen and has a good knowledge of Christianity and the Bible but that he chooses not to go to church. He says he can’t be ‘bothered’ which seems to sum him up. Davie finds it hard to be motivated about anything in general. When he says to Alec that he is going to church enough for the both of them, it reminds the audience of the shift in roles in the relationship and that as time goes on Alec is doing more and taking on responsibilities that should really be Davie’s.  

The shaving mirror – is meant to be bad luck; also the crack means Davie cannot look at himself properly in the mirror which is metaphorical too
‘Will your anchor hold...’  - This quotation from Davie is very significant when you look at the words and consider the meaning; it means when life is hard, will you remain strong (just as an anchor keeps a ship stable in a storm, a man’s character and faith will keep him strong in difficult times.)
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