EXTRACT 13: P28-29 Alec’s first exam to get into the good school
ALEC
Never have tae take ma jacket aff!


(Puts on jacket, tie, takes pen from inside pocket, sits down at table)

“By selling a piano for £32 a dealer lost one ninth of the cost price. What would he have gained it he had sold it for £38?”


Christ that’s hard. Ah’ll come back to it.

“Two pipes fill a bath in 7 ½ minutes and 10 minutes respectively, while a third pipe can empty it in 15 minutes. If the three pipes are opened together, in what time will the bath be full?”


Ah’ll try the next one. 

“A contractor engaged to do a piece of work in 36 days and employed 52 men. After 20 days the work was only half done. How many additional men must he employ to finish the work in the given time?”


God Almighty. Ah cannae do any of these!

Just calm down. Take it easy. There’s a knack to it. That’s all. Just a matter of seein through it. Take them one at a time. Now.


By selling a piano for £32.


God.


Two pipes fill a bath.


Be nice to have a house wi a bath.


36 days 52 men.


Maybe if ah do wee diagrams. Picture it.


Selling a piano.


Do a wee drawin of Fats Domino tinklin the ivories.

Hey, you wid the broken nose, sing Red Sails in the Sunset. Ah ain’t got no broken nose an ah can’t sing. Wallop!


In what time will the bath be half full?

Did ye ever hear anything so daft? Who’s gonnae run water intae a bath an out again at the same time?


Stupid. 

Just as stupid as me sittin here tryin to work it all out. Bet Ian’s out playin football right now. Lucky dog. 


52 men 36 days finish the work in the given time.

52 men. One for every week in the year. They’re diggin a hole or something. Navvies. Takin their jackets off.


36 days hath September. That’s no right.


52 men are selling a bath. How long will it take them to play a piano?


(Holds nose, sings)


Red sails in the sunset


Way out on the sea...


Wallop! 


(Stands up, takes off tie, shoves it in pocket, scrumples up question paper)

IAN 
(Entering) How was the exam?

ALEC
Terrible. Boggin.

IAN
D’ye think ye failed?

ALEC
Aye. English was easy. Arithmetic was murder.

IAN
Ach well. Be a buncha snobs at that school anyway. Aw toffeenosed wee shites. 

ALEC
Yer probably right. They havenae even got a fitba team. Play rugby.

IAN
Telt ye. Snobs.


(ALEC kicks scrumpled paper up in the air, takes ball from IAN’s feet and kicks it offstage)

ALEC
Blooter!


(IAN chases ball. DAVIE enters with envelope.)

DAVIE
It’s the results. 

ALEC
You open it.

DAVIE 
(Opens, reads) You’ve passed!

ALEC
(Grabs letter, reads) “We’ve pleasure in informing you...” Ah’ve passed! (Jumps in the air like a footballer) Wo ho! Ya beauty!

DAVIE
Ah knew ye could do it!

ALEC
Ah’ll go an dae a lap of honour roon the street, eh? (Punches arms in air) Ea-sy! Ea-sy!

DAVIE
Yer teacher’ll be pleased.

ALEC
(Reads) “You have been awarded a bursary...”

It’s great. Means ye get aw yer books an fees an everythin. Ah’ll need tae get a school uniform. Blazer an tie an aw that.

DAVIE
That’s right. Need tae get ye kitted out.

ALEC
How ye gonnae get the money?

DAVIE
Don’t ye worry about that. Ah’ll think ae something.
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