EXTRACT 12 – p26-28: Davie and Alec playfight
DAVIE
What’s the matter?
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ALEC
Nothin.

DAVIE
What d’ye mean nothing?

ALEC
Nothin Nothin Nothin!

DAVIE
Yer face is tripping ye. C’mon. Cheer up. It might never happen! 
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ALEC
Don’t annoy me! 

DAVIE
Oh ho! Fightin talk!

(Squares up to him, sparring, flicks a few imaginary punches) C’mon! You an me doon the back wi the jackets aff. Three rounds.

ALEC
(Sparring, taking him up) Yes and here we go. Three rounds to decide the flyweight 
10

championship of this hoose. Me in the blue corner, the challenger, up-and-coming. The auld man in the red corner...

DAVIE
Never mind the auld...

ALEC
The auld man...the defending champion...once beat a man that knew a wumman that maulacated Benny Lynch’s granny...
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DAVIE
(Drops guard, offended) Ah knew Benny Lynch! Me and Benny were like that. (Crosses fingers)

ALEC
Aye ah know. Ye lent him a fiver ten minutes before he died. (Swings a punch)

DAVIE
(Guard up again) It was ten bob and it was a week! Terrible state he was in.

ALEC
Probably used the ten bob tae buy his last bottle of plonk. The one that laid him out for 


the count. (Pokes DAVIE in stomach) 
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DAVIE
Ya wee buggar!


(Rains a flurry of blows, just short of Alec’s face)

ALEC
(Giving up) Awright! Awright! (DAVIE stops) You should teach me how tae box. 


Ah could join a club. 









DAVIE
Ach naw son. Boxin’s a mug’s game. Ye don’t want tae waste yer time. Ah didnae stick it. 25

Chucked it when ah met yer mother. 


Can do yerself serious damage. Ah was lucky.


Only got a broken nose.

ALEC
D’ye know that joke?










Hey, you wi the broken nose, sing Clementine.
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Ah havnae got a broken nose an a canny sing. 


Wallop!


(Holds nose, sings) Oh ma darling, Oh ma darling...

DAVIE
(Laughs) Definitely a mug’s game.








ALEC
Ah was thinkin more just for self-defence an that.
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DAVIE
Aye, well. Could show ye the basics ah suppose.


Nae harm in knowin how tae look after yerself.


Specially in a place like this.

Course the likes ae Benny Lynch an these blokes it was the only wae tae get out. Fightin. 

(Looks at ALEC) You’ll get out usin yer brains but.
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ALEC
This exam’s comin up.

DAVIE
You’ll do it. Make a big difference. Goin tae a good school. Go on tae the University. Decent job.

ALEC
Never have tae take ma jacket off!
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