Extract 7: p17-18 Colours and names of boats
(DAVIE in chair. BILLY enters, carrying yacht in bag)

BILLY
Hey Davie, ah brought ye a coupla cowboy books. Ah know ye go in for the highbrow stuff. Dickens an that. But these are a good read. 

DAVIE
Och naw. Ah’ll read anything. Shane. That’s a goodyin. Saw the picture. 

BILLY
Alan Ladd, eh? Great stuff. Terrific. 


(Enter ALEC)


There yar then! (Holds out yacht)

ALEC
Look at that! It’s just like new. 

BILLY
What did ah tell ye?

DAVIE
Ye did a nice job, Billy. It’s beautiful. 

ALEC
Brilliant. (Holds yacht, amazed)

BILLY
Blue an white. Best colours in the world. 

ALEC
Blue’s ma favourite colour. 

BILLY
There yar! The boy’s got sense!

ALEC
Orange is good as well, isn’t it?

BILLY
Orange is great!

ALEC
How about purple?

BILLY
Oh aye, purple’s good. 

ALEC
Red?

BILLY
Red’s fine. So’s yellow.

ALEC
Black and white?

BILLY
They’re OK. They’re no exactly good an they’re no exactly bad. They’re sorta...nothingy.

But there’s one colour w havenae mentioned, an that’s the worst ae the lot, an that’s...green! Ye don’t like green do ye?

ALEC
No really.

BILLY
Terrible colour. 

DAVIE
Away ye go! How can a colour be bad? Just because Catholics wear it.

BILLY
It’s maybe no bad in itself, but they Catholics have made it bad.

DAVIE
Even Rangers play on green grass!

BILLY
Aye, they trample it under their feet!

DAVIE
It takes a green stem tae haud up an orange lily!

BILLY
Aye, well. The exception proves the rule, doesn’t it!

DAVIE 
(Tuts) Ach! Fillin the boy’s head wi rubbish.

BILLY
(To ALEC) Anyway, there’s yer yacht. An blue and white it is!

ALEC
(To DAVIE) Now will ye fix it up?

DAVIE
Be a shame not to. (Crouches down) Need to bring the mainmast up about here. Drill a wee hole in the deck, fit it in. Fix on a bowsprit for the jib, bring out a boom for the mainsail. Can work out the length an get dowelling cut to size. Taper it. Then there’s the riggin, an material for the sails...

ALEC
Red!

BILLY
That’ll make it red, white and blue. Great!

DAVIE
Ye’ll have tae give it a name. 

BILLY
How about No Surrender. 

DAVIE
Sometimes they’re called after the places they’re built. City of Glasgow. 

ALEC
Ah thought ae a name. Star of the Sea. 

DAVIE
That’s nice. 

BILLY
Did ye make it up?

ALEC
Ah read it in a book.

BILLY
Oh aye. Its no bad right enough. But ah still prefer No Surrender. 

DAVIE
Aye, ye would!


(ALEC makes boat sail)

BILLY
Eh...(To DAVIE) ah had a word wi that bookie, about the wee...business. 

DAVIE
What did he say?

BILLY
Och, he tried tae come the hard man. But ah don’t think he’ll bother ye again. 

DAVIE
Thanks. 

BILLY
See ye. (To ALEC) Cheerio wee yin. 

ALEC
Cheerio. An thanks.

BILLY
Nae bother.


(Exit)

ALEC
(To DAVIE) When ye gonnae fix it?

DAVIE
(Cheerful) Soon. Just you wait an see!
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