EXTRACT 5: P12-14 

(Enter DAVIE and BILLY, talking as they walk)

DAVIE
Eh, Billy...that coupla quid ah tapped off ye. Could it wait till next week?

BILLY
Aye sure.

DAVIE
Things are still a wee bit tight.

BILLY
What’s the score?

DAVIE
Eh?

BILLY
Ye shouldnae be this skint. What is it?

DAVIE
Ah told ye. It’s the job. Just hasnae been so great. No sellin enough. No collectin enough. No getting much over the basic. 

BILLY
Aye, but ye should be able tae get by. Just the two ae ye.

DAVIE
It’s no easy. 

BILLY
 Ye bevvyin?

DAVIE
Just a wee half when ah finish ma work. An by Christ ah need it. 

BILLY
Ye bettin too heavy? Is that it?

DAVIE
(Hesitates then decides to tell him) It started a coupla months ago. Backed a favourite. Absolute surefire certainty. Couldnae lose. But it was even money, so ah had tae put quite a whack on it. (Slightly shamefaced) Best part ae a week’s wages.

BILLY
An it got beat?

DAVIE
Out the park. So ah made it up by borrowin off the bookie. He does his moneylender on the side. Charges interest. 

BILLY
An every week ye miss the interest goes up. 

DAVIE
This is it. Now when ah pay him ah’m just clearin the interest. Ah’m no even touchin the original amount ah borrowed. Ah must’ve paid him back two or three times over, an ah still owe him the full whack. 

BILLY
Bastard, eh? Sicken ye. And he’s a pape. 


(DAVIE laughs)

DAVIE
Still. Aw ah need’s a wee turn. Ah mean ma luck’s got tae change sometime hasn’t it? Law of averages. 

BILLY
Whatever that is. 

DAVIE
Things have got tae get better.

BILLY
It’s a mug’s game. The punter canny win. 
DAVIE
 Got tae keep tryin. 

BILLY
Flingin it away!

Look. Don’t get me wrong. Ah don’t mind helpin ye out, but ah’m no exactly rollin in it maself.

DAVIE
You’ll get yer money back. 

BILLY
That’s no what ah mean!

DAVIE
What am ah supposed tae dae? Get a job as a company director or something! Ah’ll go doon tae the broo in the morning!

BILLY
There must be some way tae get this bookie aff yer back for a start. 

DAVIE
Aye sure!

BILLY
Ah mean, you’ve paid him. 

DAVIE
Ah knew his terms. 

BILLY
It’s no even legal.

DAVIE
Neither is gettin his heavies tae kick folk’s heids in. 

BILLY
So maybe he’s no the only wan that knows a few hard men. 

DAVIE
(Sighs) What a carry on, eh?

BILLY
Hey. Remember when we were wee, we used to fight like cat an dog?

DAVIE
Ah could beat ye an all!

BILLY
Oh aye, ye were too fast for me. Quick on yer feet. The old one-two. Ma only chance was tae get ye in a bearhug. 

DAVIE
Ah’ve still got the bruises!

BILLY
Ah remember one time we were havin a right old barney, an da was tryin tae sleep – must’ve been on the nightshift. An he came runnin out the room in his shirt-tail an clattered the pair ae us!

DAVIE
He was a tough auld customer right enough. Had tae be in these days. 

BILLY
D’ye know he walked fae Campbeltown tae Glasgow tae get a start in the yards! Tellin ye, we don’t know we’re livin. 


Ah hear the boy’s daein well at school. 

DAVIE
Oh aye. He’s clever. He’ll get on. 

BILLY
He’ll get on a lot better if you screw the heid, right?

DAVIE
C’mon Billy, ah dae ma best. It’s just...

BILLY
Ah know it’s hard on yer own an that...

DAVIE
Naw ye don’t. Naebody knows, unless they’ve been through it. (Quieter) Comin hame’s the worst. The boy’s oot playin. Hoose is empty. Gets on top of ye. 

The other night there, ah got this queer feelin. Ah felt as if aw the furniture and everythin was watchin me. Sounds daft, eh? Maybe ah’m goin aff ma heid!

BILLY
Bound tae take a while to get over it. 

DAVIE
If ah ever dae.

NOTES

Borrowing – Davie has been borrowing money off his brother as well as being in debt over money he borrowed to bet on a horse.
Billy’s attitude – Billy tries to suggest Davie isn’t taking enough responsibility. He says he shouldn’t be as broke as he is especially now it’s just him and Alec.  Billy obviously knows his brother well as he goes on to ask if he is drinking and gambling to which Davie admits he is but claims it is nothing serious. 
Debt to bookie – Davie bet almost a week’s wages as he was convinced he could win money on a horse. The horse did not come in. Because he had lost so much of his wages, he borrowed money off the bookie who charges interest. This means every payment he makes only clears some of the interest not the original amount so he is never debt free. 

And he’s a pape – Reference to the bookie being Catholic

Davie’s attitude – Despite admitting the loss and Billy chastising him, Davie seems to think he just needs a big win to sort things out and suggests his luck is bound to change. Davie is quite defensive when it’s suggested that betting is a mug’s game and points out he can’t just walk into any job. 

Billy suggests there must be some to help Davie out and get the bookie to leave him alone

Their father – they reminisce about their father and how they used to fight all the time. They mention that he walked a great distance to get a job in the shipyards which highlights how sought after work there was. 

Billy mentions how well Alec is doing at school but points out that he would do even better if Davie was a better father. 
Davie’s speech at the end of the extract highlights how difficult he is finding things and how no one knows how he feels. 

 Themes:
· Poverty

· Grief/loss

· Relationships

· Escape (drinking/gambling)

· Education 

