EXTRACT 4 P9-10: SAILMAKING TOOLS
ALEC
Did ah ever show ye ma da’s sailmakin tools?

IAN
Naw. (shows IAN tools)

ALEC
These are called marlinspikes. Great name, eh?


(Takes marlinspikes, weighs it in his hand)

IAN
Makes a great chib!

ALEC
(Takes another marlinspike from bag)


Fence ye


(They cross swords, fence with much clashing of blades)


Swine!

IAN
Dog!

ALEC
Scurvy knave! Ah’ll have ye keel-hauled!

IAN
Fifty lashes!

ALEC
Clap ye in irons!

IAN
Make ye walk the plank!


(They continue fencing. DAVIE enters)

DAVIE
Boys! Boys! Ye’ll poke each other’s eyes oot!


(Last clash of blades, then they stop)


Right. That’s better. (Looks at tools) Where did ye get these anyway?

ALEC
In the Glory Hole.

IAN
Ah better be goin in for ma tea.

ALEC
Don’t forget the comics.


(Sees IAN out)

DAVIE
(Picks up tools)


Marlinspikes.

ALEC
(Coming over)


You’ve been drinkin. Ah can smell it.

DAVIE
(Breathes at him) Just wan, son. Honest! Wee half at the end ae the day. Just helps me tae unwind. Up an doon the stairs aw day, knockin folk’s doors. Half ae them hide when they hear ye comin. Shove the light aff, shoosh the weans. (Whispers) Ssssshhh! It’s the tick man! Ah don’t know.

(Holds wooden fid in hand.) This is a fid. Made fae lignum vitae. Hardest wood in the world. Used it for splicin rope.

ALEC
What’s this! (Holds up leather palm)

DAVIE
It’s a palm. For shovin needles through the canvas.

ALEC
Ah was kiddin on it was a sorta glove. For fightin.

DAVIE 
(Laughs) Knuckleduster!

ALEC
How come ye chucked yer trade?

DAVIE
It chucked me! The chandlers ah worked for shut doon. Ah got laid off. That was it. Nothin else doin. Nae work. Naeboday needs sailmakers these days. 

ALEC
(Holds up yacht) Could ye make me a sail for this? Ah found it in the Glory Hole tae. Ah thought you could fix it up.

DAVIE
Oh aye. It’s a beauty, eh? Be nice, aw rigged out. 

Can ye sail it in the park.


Course, it’ll take time. Materials’ll be dear. But ah’ll see what ah can do.

ALEC
When?

DAVIE
Wait an see. (Hands back yacht) Who knows? Maybe ma coupon’ll come up this week!

ALEC
Remember the last time ye won?

DAVIE
First dividend. Two quid!

Ah didnae let it go tae ma head mind! Didnae chuck ma job. Didnae buy a villa in the South of France.  Ah think every second game was a draw that week! Never mind. Some ae these days. 


(DAVIE sits down, takes newspaper and scrap of paper from his briefcase, writes)

Ah didnae bring in anythin for the tea. D’ye fancy nippin doon tae the chippy, gettin a coupla fish suppers?

NOTES

Alec and Ian – tools show us how skilled you need to be to be a sailmaker; you need specialist equipment. Ian just sees the tools as weapons/toys.

Davie – shows his knowledge of the tools; he is clever/educated about his trade
Drink – reminds us/first time Davie is mentioned in connection with alcohol. 

Davie’s monologue – he is trying to justify to Alec why he has a drink. Shows us how difficult his job his –tiring, no-one wanting to pay you back, purposely avoiding him.

Davie’s second speech – explains how he lost his job; there just wasn’t any work. Chandlers = 

Doing the yacht up – first time Alec mentions this directly to his dad. Davie immediately is non committal. Mentions the materials would be expensive reminding us of their poverty.   When Alec tries to push him for a time, Davie just says ‘wait an see’
Coupon – Davie referring to betting, ever hopeful he will get lucky and win money. Jokes about last time he won – which was £2 – and how he didn’t go daft, buying lots of things. 

Fish supper – Davie admits he hasn’t brought anything in for tea and sends Alec out for fish suppers; highlights his disorganisation, inability to look after Alec properly.

CHIB – slang term for a street weapon for stabbing
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Themes:

· Work

· Relationships

· Escape (drink/play fighting/escape)
Symbols:

· Sailmaking tools
