EXTRACT 3 P6-8 Rangers and the blues
ALEC
Ma da’s quite late. Maybe he’s getting fish suppers for the tea. 

IAN
Fish suppers in the middle of the week?

ALEC
He’s no very good at cookin.

IAN
Oh aye. 

ALEC
Hey! Ah’ve goat some great new foties for ma Rangers scrap book.


(shows Ian book)

IAN
Where d’ye get the big coloured wan ae the team?

ALEC
In the Rangers handbook. It’s a beauty, eh?

IAN
Brilliant.

ALEC
Blue really is the best colour.

IAN
That’s what ma da says. He says it’s God’s favourite colour! Cause the sky’s blue, and that’s where God lives. 

ALEC
Sea’s blue as well. Look, ye even get blue in the fire – see thae blue flames there! Pity the grass is green. 

IAN
But ye can get blue grass. 

ALEC
Can ye?

IAN
They’ve got it in America. There’s a group called Johnny Duncan  and the Bluegrass Boys. They dae sorta country and western. 

ALEC
That’s right. (sings)


Last train to San Fernando. 


Last train to San Fernando. 

IAN
(Joins in)


If you miss this one


You’ll never get another one


Beedi Beedi Bum Bum


To San Fernando

ALEC
Hey, they should get some ae that blue grass for Ibrox?

IAN
Can ye imagine it!

ALEC
Ah’ve got something else ah wanted tae show ye. It’s blue as well. 

IAN 
(Looks at what ALEC has in his hand and recoils.) It’s a holy medal. 

ALEC
Our Lady.

IAN
What ye daen wi that?

ALEC
Ah found it. 

IAN
What did ye keep it for?

ALEC
A just sorta...liked it. 

IAN
Ye should fling it away. It’ll bring ye bad luck. 

ALEC
The middle part’s blue...see. That’s the colour ae Mary, the mother ae God. 
IAN
How d’ye know that?

ALEC
Maureen told me. 

IAN 
(knowing) Oh aye! So that’s it, eh?

ALEC
What?

IAN
Ye’ve got a fancy for wee Maureen!

ALEC
Ah just...like her. 

IAN
Next thing ye’ll be carryin a rosary and crossin yerself!

ALEC
Don’t be stupid! (IAN laughs, ALEC shuts scrapbook, turns away)

IAN
Hey c’mon! Don’t take the huff! (Coaxing) Hey, what are we gonnae sing at the Lifeboys concert?

ALEC 
Don’t know. 

IAN
How about that wan we were singin? Last train to San Fernando.

ALEC
Don’t really know it. Just the chorus. 

IAN
Me tae. 



How about Singing the Blues? Ye must know that.

ALEC
Aye. 

IAN
An blue’s yer favourite colour, right?

ALEC
Aye. Funny how blue means sad, intit. It’s no really a sad song but. 

IAN 
(Sings)


Ah never felt more like singin the blues


Cos I never thought that I’d ever lose


Your love babe


You got me singing the blues

ALEC
Ah never felt more like cryin all night


Cos everythin’s wrong and nothin’s right


Without you


You got me singin the blues


(sing together)


The moon and the stars no longer shine


The dream is gone and I thought it was mine


There’s nothing left for me to do


But cry-y-y-y-y over you

NOTES

Fish suppers – expensive, a treat. Fact Davie might be buying them midweek tells us two things – that he isn’t good at cooking as Alec says and that he isn’t good with money that he would rather splash out on fish suppers than cook.
Rangers/blue – introduces theme of football/sectarianism

Bluegrass boys/San Fernando – http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wg8DhjQOtzM
Holy  medal – offered protection; see note below:
The Catechism also affirms that "all practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one's service and have a supernatural power over others , even if this were for the sake of restoring their health , are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion . . . Wearing charms is also reprehensible" (No. 2117). Never should we look upon the wearing of a religious medal as a "charm," but always as a sacred symbol of the supernatural protection offered directly by our Lord, Blessed Mother or saint.

In all, the wearing of a religious medal is a good, pious practice which keeps us mindful of the protection and love of the image it bears. Moreover, the consciousness of that image should motivate us to fulfill our religious duties and put our faith into action. Just as a blessed wedding ring is a constant physical reminder to the spouse of his or her vows of fidelity and love, so do these medals provide a constant physical reminder of the love and fidelity we share with Almighty God and the communion of saints.

Catholiceducation.org

Rosary – In Catholicism, a string of beads on which prayers are counted
Singing the Blues – significance of the song lyrics; this is how Davie and Alec both feel since losing their mum/wife
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